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In response to the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance mailed with a 
Notice of Allowability on May 21, 2003, Applicants respectfully submit the following 
comments on the statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Applicants submit that Independent Claim 1, and hence all dependent Claims 2-13, 
are patentable over the prior art because the prior art does not disclose or suggest the novel 
combination of features recited in Claim 1. In particular, although the statement of reasons 
for allowance correctly states that the prior art does not disclose or suggest a turbo 
generator comprising a rotor with direct gas cooling having a rotor winding covered by an 
annular cap plate, Applicants 1 claimed novel combination of features, as set forth in Claim 
1, only requires the rotor winding to be covered on front sides by an annular cap plate. 
Furthermore, the statement of reasons for allowance states that the "curved" sections of the 
end spacer plates project into the ring gap. Applicants' claimed novel combination of 
features, as set forth in Claim 1, only requires sections of the end spacer plates to project 
into the ring gap. The sections of the end spacer plates are shaped to avoid separations of 
the cooling gas stream flowing into the ring gap past the sections. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that the novel combination of features actually recited in independent 
Claim 1 distinguish the claims over the prior art. 
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